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PREFACE. 


r/ 
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TER fubjet and method of the following 
diſcourſe were principally ſuggeſted by a publi- 
cation of Mr. A. Fuller entitled : © "The Calvi- 
niſtic and Socinian Syſtems examined and 


« compared as to their moral tendency;” a 


work which the author had not till lately an op- 
portunity of reading. It was by no means his 


intention, or his wiſh, to canvaſs every obſervation 


which is there advanced. Of Mr. Fuller's remarks 
many are perſonal, and many refer folely to a 
vindication of the religious principles that he has 
ſeen proper to embrace. Upon nothing of either 
kind has it been thought fit here to animadvert. 
The writer was deſirous only of ſhewing that, 
what he ſincerely believes to be the genuine 
Chriſtian doctrine has a tendency highly favour- 
able to virtue and happineſs, chat, as à rule of 


conduct and a ſource of conſolation it is not leſs 


valuable and efficacious than more popular repre- 
ſentations of Chriſtianity, It is hoped, never- 
theleſs, that what he has remarked will ſerve 


to aſcertain the validity and extent of the argu- 
ment which Mr. Fuller has adduced, and to il- 


B 2 tuſtrats 


luſtrate the t in which his examination is | 
| written. 
| He has only to add, that of Mr. Fuller s ſin- 
verity and zeal he entertains. not a doubt; but 
that he admits not the claim to infallibility, and 
to a knowledge of the motives and deſigns of 
men which many of his expreſſions imply, and 
= which, from, the general tenor of his work he 
ſeems to arrogate. It was, ſurely in an un- 
guarded moment that our examiner, preſumed to 
charge Unitarian Chriſtians with having “ a 
& heart ſecretly diſaffected to the true character 
“ and government of God, and diſſatisfied with 
< the goſpel way of ſalvation *.” Let the 
reader determine whether this language be con- 
ſiſtent with a juſt ſenſe of human ignorance | 
and weakneſs, with the Chriſtian moderation 
which judgeth not another, or with the evan- 
gelic charity which © hopeth all things,” which 
_ ſays, © Grace be with all them that love our 
4 Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity”—with all 
who obey the precepts and imitate the example 
of our common maſter! | .. 5 


2 Label, 1796. 
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DISCOURSE, Se. 


I TIM. vi. 3. 
The Deftrine which is according to Godli neſs. 


1 HAVE choirs as the ſubject of my addreſs 


to you, upon this occaſion, the moral tendency of 


the religious opinions, by which our ſociety is 
diſtinguiſhed. The truth of the ſentiments, for 


the avowal and diffuſion of which we now 
meet, ſhould, doubtleſs, be determined by the 


agreement of them with the ſcriptures. Yet it 


is natural, and indeed juſt, to eſtimate their 
value by their efficacy. In ſcience and in com- 
mon life we properly conſider thoſe principles 


as of chief importance, which are moſt ſub- 
fervient to the purpoſes of art and the regulation 


of the conduct: and in religion, the maxim 
„ Ye ſhall know them by their fruits *,“ is a 


maxim, unqueſtionably, of high authority, evi- 
dent reaſon and familiar application. | 

That Almighty God is ſtrictly one being, one 
perſon, the ſole creator, preſerver and governor 
* Matt. vii. 16. 
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whatever; and— that Jeſus of Nazareth, his 
laſt and moſt favoured meſſenger to mankind, 
was ſimply of the human race, though greatly 
exalted above every former prophet, as well by 


6 
of the univerſe ;—that to him alone our homage 
is due, excluſively of all other beings and perſons 


divine communications and endowments as by 
the ſuperior importance of his miffion, by the 
purity of his precepts, and by the perfection of 


his example;—theſe are the main articles in 


teſtimony to which we are at preſent aſſembled, 
Other, and leſs appropriate points of our belief, 


I may be led to notice in the progreſs of this 
_ diſcourſe. It will be my object to prove, that 


the Chriſtian Doctrine, thus viewed and thus. 
exhibited, is © a doctrine accoraing to godline/s ;” 
by which term I underſtand, agreeably to the 


uſual acceptation of it in the ſacred writings, not 


merely the duties we owe to the Deity, but 
general virtue. 


I hall previouſly y requeſt your attention, how- 


ever, to a few remarks upon the validity and ex- 


tent of che concluſion, which it is cuſtomary to 


deduce from the alledged holy tendency of re- 
ligious ſentiments, in favour of thoſe ſentiments. 


I. In the firſt place: an obvious effect of the 


impreſſions, to which mankind are expoſed 
from ſurrounding objects, is, that no principles 


can ſo wa influence the conduct as might be 


expected X 
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expedited in theory. I urge not this conſidera- 
tion, be it obſerved, as a plea for languid and in- 
ferior virtue. It is plainly our duty to attempt 
a victory over the world. But the truth here 
brought forward muſt not be forgotten, if we 


deſire to enter upon our ſubject with nn 


candour. 


2. While ſome 1 again, are confeſſedly 


much better than their principles, it. will not, it 
cannot, be diſputed, that to the moſt valuable 
principles others fail of doing g juſtice. 

3. It deſerves to be W e farther, whether 


doctrines, which have moſt efficacy upon the diſ- 


poſitions, the conduct and the feelings of Chriſ- 


tians, be not ſuch as they profeſs in common. 


Of the various ſects, into which the followers 


of Jeſus are divided, not one denies * that the 


4 gift of God is eternal life, and that this life is 
« in his Son *.“ Reſpecting this important 
truth we may uſe, indeed, different expreſſions z 
and widely different may be our ſentiments as to 
the means by which we conceive the grand end 
af our faith and hope will be accompliſhed. 


Still, however, that faith and hope have the ſame 


object: and what ftronger motives we can re- 
quire to enable us to excel & in all holy conver- 


4 ſation and * what more effectual 


1 John v. 11. 
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perſuaſives to devout tranquillity and joy, than 
ſuch as are furniſhed by the ſerious: belief of a 


future reſurrection and judgment, built upon 


the death and reſurrection of Chriſt *, I am un- 
able to imagine. 
4. From a natural partiality, moreover, to 


opinions which themſelves embrace, men will 


ſuppoſe thoſe opinions to have a tendeney pecu- 
liarly favourable to virtue and happineſs. "There 
is danger, therefore, "leſt the concluſion to which 
I have adverted be drawn, rather by the feelings 


than by the underſtanding, rather by prejudice 


than by calm and unbiaſſed reaſon. 


„ In their ideas, too, of moral excellence. 
different ſects of Chriſtians may not exactly 
agree. I fay not that with reſpect to the great 


outlines of virtue their ſentiments will vary. 
It is notorious, however, that many of them 


ſeverely cenſure certain inſtances of conformity 
to the world, which others may think not merely 
lawful, but deſerving of praiſe: and the uſe I at 
preſent make of, this remark is, to ſuggeſt a 
leſſon of caution and moderation in the in- 


quiry we are about to inſtitute. 


. Laſtly: The very nature of the argument 
propoſed renders it extremely difficult to deduce 
from it a ſatisfactory inference, If to judge 


1 Acts xvii. 31. 
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ſiderations, 
tendency of 
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of him, under pious confidence and reſignation. 
Each of theſe I ſhall review in order. 


offspring of a licentious imagination. It conſiſts 
in the higheſt eſteem ſor the divine character, 
and in the livelieſt gratitude for the divine 
mercies : it has its riſe from meditation upon the 
divine goodneſs, and is evinced by an uniform 
and moſt chearful obedience to the divine will. 
In a word, it is the ove of children to an 
earthly parent, purified only from every alloy, 
and directed to a ſuperior object: and we may 
regard it as including all the qualities, which * 
becomes us to cultivate wich relation to the 
Deity. 


to controvert; nor can it be juſtly ſaid, that our 


that we are leſs ſenſible to the divine benevo- The | 
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Love to God is no enthuſiaſtic fervour, no 


Why, now, it is to be aſked, cannot we ac- 
quire and expreſs this principle in a degree equal 
to that in which it is claimed by any of our 
F ellow-Chriſtians? What ſhould make us greater in 
rangers to its nature? To the attainment and ar 
the exerciſe of it how ſhould we have fewer &lo 
and weaker motives? Our ideas of this leading” 

feature of devotion it will hardly be attempted 


views of the divine attributes and government 
are leſs honourable than what others entertain, 


lence, or leſs inclined to declare our — by 
our obedience. 


- Ever) 


an) | 

Every being is eſteemed and loved 'by us in 
proportion to his goodneſs, To God, in whom 
reſides the higheſt poſſible degree of goodneſs, we 
naturally render our higheſt eſteem, our warmeſt. 
love. Pure, unlimited benevolence is, in our 
judgment, the moſt glorious perfection of the 
divine character. We believe, according to the 
| ſublime language of the favourite Apoſtle &, that 
« God is Love;” we conſider all his moral 
excellencies, his juſtice, truth and holineſs, as 
modifications of this principle. Happineſs we 
regard as the grand object of his works and diſ- 
penſations, and conceive of his glory as reſult- 
ing from the diffuſion of this happineſs. 
| Theſe being our ideas of the Deity, love te 
him cannot fail to be “ ſhed abroad” in our 
hearts. Did we think of him, indeed, as „ one 
4 altogether like unto ' ourſelves ;” did we 
imagine that he is vindictive +, inexorable, 
arbitrary and partial; or did we ſuppoſe his 
glory to be as diſtinct from t the exerciſe 
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| + © That there is a mixture of the vindidive in the 
« Calviniſtic ſyſtem is allowed; but let it be cloſely con- 
« ſidered, whether this be any diſparagement to it; nay. 
% rather whether it be not neceſſary to its perfection?“ 
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of his goodneſs *; we might experience difh- 

culty in obedience to this “ firſt and greateſt” 

1 of the commandments. But in the contempla- 
| tion of infinite power employed to execute de- 

ſigns which proceed from infinite benevolence, 

and are planned by conſummate wiſdom, filial 

affection toward God is naturally enkindled and 
1 preſerved alive in our breaſts. 

= | By the goodneſs of the Almighty exhibited i in 
tze works of nature, in the diſpenſations of 
1 providenee, and in our temporal comfort, we 

are as much imprefled, J preſume, as any claſs 
of Chriſtians. And if we neither think nor 
ſpeak exactly like ſome of them, concerning 

the divine love manifeſted in the gift of Jeſus 

. Chriſt, it muſt not hence be inferred, that we 
mie leſs attentive to its magnitude and extent f. 


It 


* 


* Fuller, p. 126—132 
+ * Writers are apt to expreſs themſelves, as if the 
« Chriftian revelation would be of little value, unleſs 
4 their particular ſyſtems are adopted: but this is a kind 
of language which is extremely injudicicus, and which 
„ ought to be avoided and diſcouraged. The Apoſtle St. 
„ Paul, ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, ſaith : Who of God 
« is made unto us wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifi- 
4 cation and redemption $.' To this account of things 
every Chriſtian, of every denomination, gives a moſt 
, ready and cordial aſſent. But can any man be ſaid to 
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§1 Cor. i. 30. 
1 « think 


(as) 


Ie: is our perſuaſion on the coins that, from 
the views we cheriſh of this important ſubject, 
we can ſay with peculiar. juſtice “ we love him 
e becauſe he firſt loved us “.“ That love we 
feel a, powerful motive to-the moſt willing obe- 


7 dience: and, in point of fact, it can ſcarcely be 


proved that we are here ſurpaſſed by our Fellow 
Chriſtians; though God forbid we ſhould raſhly 
arrogate to ourſel ves ſuperiority of virtue 

It may at leaſt, however, be affirmed, that 


e think meanly of the evangelical diſpenſation, or to de- 
tract from its excellence and dignity, who bcliev es that 
« God is the author of it, that it was communicated by 
* Jeſus Chriſt, and that he conveys to us knowledge, 
« pardon, holineſs, and eternal life? "Theſe are bleffings 
„ of unſpeakable importance; bleſhngs which render the 
« Goſpel a pearl of invaluable price: and as ſuch it will 
« be eſteemed by all who aſſent w its truth and divine 
« authority, whatever ſentiments they may embrace con- 
„ cerning matters of more doubtful diſputat ion.“ Kip- 
pis's Life of Lardner, p. 67, 68. I cannot tranſcribe this 
paſſage, and ſurely no perſon can read it, without a warm 

admiration of the truly liberal and Chriſtian ſpirit of the 
excellent author, They who had the happineſs, of a per- 
ſonal acquaintance with him will regard it as a ſtriking 
picture of that accuracy of judgment, and that © meek- 
« neſs of wiſdom,” which were not leſs vifible in his 
diſcourſes, lectures, and converſation, than they are in 
his writings, and the recollection of which renders” his 
death the ſubject of deep, general, and juſt pA | 

* + JS * | 2 
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eur religious principles are, in their nature, 
eminently favourable to the exerciſe of love to: - 
Phe doctrine that, © to us there is but one 
& God even the Father &,“ is not a barren and. 
ſpeculative truth, but one of great, practical 
moment. As ſuch it was originally announced 
by the Jewiſh, as ſuch it is repeated by the 
Chriſtian lawgiver.. It is remarkable, that both 
firſt declare, in terms the cleareſt and moſt em- 
phatic : © Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 
<« one Lord, and then ſubjoin immediately: 
« and thou walt love the Lord thy God with 
4 all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with. 
« all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength +.” 
Who does not perceive, now, that the unity 
and ſupremacy of the Divine Being are here pro- 
poſed as an argument for loving him with an 
entire, undivided affection? An excellent tranſ- 
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lator of the New Teſtament intimates that the 


word and may ſometimes have the ſenſe of there- 
fore 4. Such appears to be its import in the pre- 
ſent inſtance : but not to inſiſt upon this point, 
why, I may aſk, is an admonition to ſupreme 
love toward God thus introduced by a ſolemn 


1 Cor. viii. 6, | | 
: Deut. vi. 4, 3. Mark xii. 29, 30. 
Mr. Wakefeld in his note on John xvii. 5. 


aſſertion 


„ 
aſſertion of his unity, unleſs we are to conſider 
| this truth as a motive to the duty ? Is- it not 
manifeſt, that, if there be more than one perſon 
or being whom we are to regard diſtinctly as 
God, we cannot love each of them with all our 
hearts, all our ſouls, all our minds, and all our 
ſtrength? Is it not evident, that ſuch love can 
be exerciſed only upon a ſingle object? If, like- 
wiſe, we believe not God to be ſtrictly one, it 
ſeems impoſlible, that we ſhould indulge thoſe 
_ juſt and exalted ideas of his perfections and cha- 
racter, which reaſon, ſanctioned by Chriſtianity, 
ſuggeſts; it ſeems impoſſible, that we ſhould 
not be diſtracted and bewildered. in the worſhip 
we addreſs to a plurality of deities, or that we 
| ſhould not be expoſed to the various abſurdities 
in ſpeculation and practice, which have ever at- 
tended a belief in polytheiſm. Hence it follows, 
that the abſolute unity of the firſt cauſe is a 
truth of ſuch magnitude, as to juſtify, nay even 


do require all the efforts of rational zeal for its 
defence, preſervation and diffuſion, all the 1 4 


ful and coſtly ſacrifices of . godly ſincerity, 


its avowal., To publiſh and reſtore ſuch a 3 0 


it is natural to imagine, that the Deity would 
employ extraordinary means, could it not, in 
the uſual courſe of things, be Ovens and re- 

tained by his creatures. 
It may not be j * to 4 3 this 
head 
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* the ſoblect of love to Chriſt, which Gas 


of our brethren: maintain is connected, almoſt - 


1111 2844 with their ſentiments of Chriſti- 


_— 


Our vl of an intelligent bens; unallied- to 


us by natural affinity, muſt have its origin either 
in a perception of his moral excellencies, or in 
a grateful ſenſe of benefits received from him, 


or in both theſe circumſtances united. 

In ſtrict propriety of language, we cannot be 
ſaid to love exalted grandeur, eminent know- 
ledge, uncommon power. Theſe attributes may 
excite, indeed, our reverence; but it were in- 


congruous to affirm, that they call forth our 


affeRion: As juſtly might we aſſert, that we 


love the ſublimity of the cloud-topped mountain, 


or the dreadful majeſty and the awful thunders 
of the deſtroying tempeſt. Thus the Almighty 


_ propoſes himſelf to us, in the volumes of nature 
and revelation, as the object, of love, not be- 


cauſe he is the greateſt, but, becauſe he is the 
beſt of beings; not becauſe he is omnipotence, 


becauſe he is wiſdom, but, becauſe he is love. 


So farther, love to Chriſt has its juſt foundation, 
not in a perſuaſion of his ſuperior dignity, but 
in a conviction that his character was diſtin- 
guiſhed by <« the _ of holineſs,” by the 
charms of virtue. 


4 


b | | xeſults, 


4 


From Sratitude, moreover, love 1 7 


; (6 
: teſults. We uſually cheriſh and expreſs it to- 
ward a benefactor, and that in proportion to the 
number and importance of his favours. It is 
upon this principle that we diſcern, that we feel 


the reaſonableneſs of giving to God, the ſupreme. 


author of our enjoyments, our higheſt, pureſt 
love. Hence, too, we cannot avoid indulging 
and ſhewing affection for thoſe of our fellow- 
creatures, whom he diſpoſes and enables to do 
us good, and who, in truth, are but the inſtru- 
ments of his bounty. It is upon the ſame prin- 


| __ Ciple that we perceive the juſtice of manifeſting 


no common love to Chriſt, the author, under 
God, of our moſt valuable privileges, and our 
richeſt bleſſings. 

Should it be urged, notwithſtanding, that our 
love to Jeſus would be greater, did we aſcribe 


to him a divine or a ſuper-human nature, I 


reply, that in the former caſe, our increaſed 
regard to Chriſt would infringe upon our pious 
gratitude to the adorable being, whom we are 
commanded to love with an entire affection. — 
If the ſecond inſtance, I anſwer, that our love 
to a rational and moral agent depends (as has 
been already ſtated) not upon the rank he. holds, 
but upon the virtues he poſſeſſes, and the benefits 
he confers. Whether Jeſus be, as ſome think, 
a divine perſon, whether he be a ſpirit of ſupe- 
\ rior order in the ſcale of intelligent exiſtence, 


O 


# 


wu 
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| 1 whether, as appears to us, and in the YA 
guage of Scripture, he be „ in all things like 
« unto his brethren *,“ he is equally the mini- 
ſter of God to mankind for the higheſt good, 
equally the herald of glad tidings of the greateſt 
joy, equally the inſtrument of conveying to us 
the moſt ineſtimable bleſſings. His love to the 
human race, a love which even death could not 
_ deſtroy, calls for every. tribute of affection, 
which is conſiſtent with the ſupreme thankfulneſs 
and love we owe to © his Father, and our 
“ Father, to his God, and our God 4,” | 
'From the lips of our divine au or himſelf 
let us learn, however, the leſſon of love to himz | 
let us hence be informed in what this principle 
conſiſts. If a man love me,” fays Jeſus, 
« he will keep my words—he that loveth me WM 
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« not, keepeth not my ſayings—ye are my | 
"0 friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you | 
e _theſe things I command you, that. ye love: 1 
& one another f.“ Who can here refrain from I t 


obſerving how truly rational is this language, 
how remote from myſtery and enthuſiaſm ? But 


while Chriſt declares, that ſuch as obey his. e. 
_ laws, as imbibe his ſpirit, manifeſt love to him, d 
| ket none of his followers be ſo as pre- et 
| „ Heb. ii 1. + Joknax. 17. 
| 2 * xiv. xv. 
8 | 
| | 


5 ( 19 ) 
1 ſumptuous as to inſiſt upon other cation of 
affection to their maſter, Of better they can- 
not poſſibly conceive, upon ſtronger they cannot = 
| poſſibly rely. 5 
L-et the influence of our chimderiftic princi- —_— 
ples upon our fear of God be next examined. 
That perfect love caſteth out fear“ is a i 
_ remark ſtrictly agreeable to the conſtitution of 
the human mind. Such, however, is the ſtate 
of man, that it ſeems impoſſible for him to in- 
dulge the contemplation of Deity, without feel- 
ing, in a certain degree, the latter emotion. 
The fear of God, . nevertheleſs, is not ſlaviſh 
A dread, but filial reverence. It is the veneration 
of infinite grandeur, and is expreſſed by a pious 
concern never to offend: it is, in the language 
of a ſacred writer, to “ fear the Lord and his 
« gopdneſs +;” it ſhrinks, and is appalled at 
the very thought of abuſing the love, of which 
it has ks ſuch illuſtrious manifeſta- 
k hon ; 
But to prove, that our religious ſentiments 
muſt; "of neceſſity, be unfavourable” to the ex- 
erciſe of this devout reverence, were equally. 
: difficult, as to ſhew, that fic is actually their 
effect. It may be aſſerted, indeed, that we have 
as real and profound a veneration for the divine 


ö 4 
. ; . 


* x John iv. 18, 7 Hol. iii. 5. | 


K. 
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character as any of our brethren; although we 
may not, like them, conceive of the juſtice of 
the Deity as diſtinct from his benevolence; or 
of his glory as ſeparate from the happineſs of 
the creation, or ſuppoſe, that his puniſhments | 
are properly vindictive. - . 
There are thoſe of our Fellow Chriſtians, 850 
ſeem to delight in conſidering, and in repreſent- 
ing, the Supreme Being merely as the ſovereign 
of mankind, and who think and ſpeak, reſpect- 
ing the meaſures of his adminiſtration, as though 
they were preciſely ſimilar to the meaſures 
which are purſued by earthly rulers. That God 
is the moral governor of his intelligent creation 


) 


is the doctrine, undoubtedly, of reaſon and of 


Scripture. His government, however, is to 
be regarded as parental: and I appeal to every 
ſerious and candid man, whether this be not the. 
light in which the Chriſtian Scriptures chieffy 
place it: whether he be not there uniformly 
deſcribed as the gracious Father of all men, pro- 
claiming by his moſt beloved ſon his readineſs 
to forgive, receive and bleſs his returning chil- 
dren: Do they mention our mercies? They are 
the gifts of a Father :—our aMictions ? They 
are the corrections of a Father, and this is the 
tender and engaging name under which you are 
encouraged to addreſs to him your prayers, and 
to pole in him your confidence. Such being 
4 the 
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the fact, the idea, on which we love princt- 
„ pally to dwell” in relation to the Deity, 
is that of a Father *.” In fearing God we 
venerate a parent, looking up to him neither 


with | ſuperſtitious horror, nor with enthuſiaſtic | 


familiarity, (| 

Every man, indeed, who contraſts human un- 
worthineſs with divine purity, every man who 
is actuated by a juſt regard to the divine pre- 
ſence and authority, will be ſolicitous to- « ſtand 
in awe and” to © fin not.” A deep-felt 
reverence of God, inſtead of being inconſiſtent 
with the moſt ſcriptural and animating views of 

his moral character, is their proper, natural 

effect. There 1 is a ſeriouſneſs of temper, which 
is by no means hoſtile to holy chearfulneſs and 
; joy, which is as diſtant from levity as it is 
trom rigour of manners, and to which, 1 flatter 
? myſelf, my brethren, that we are not altogether 
| ſtrangers, 


J proceed to the duties of 8 un and 
reſignation, as far as they are related to the 


Went . | Te 

Confidence in the eine Being reſults from 
” perſuaſion, that he is almighty to defend, ſu- 
premely wiſe to direct, and infinitely good to 
- bleſs his creatures; and, ſtrengthened by virtu- 
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ous habits; it will naturally produce acquieſcence 
in all the meaſures of his government. Such 
truſt we repoſe in one being, ſuch acquieſcence 
we exerciſe in his diſpenſations; and does the 
conſideration that he is one weaken either ? 
<« He who ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered 
“ him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him 
<« alſo freely give us all things *?” is a queſ- 
tion, moreover, from which, I apprehend, the 
Unitarian Chriſtian derives equal comfort with 
any who rank under other denominations : I be- 
lieve, too, that it equally qualifies him for ſay- 
ing, in the hour of trial: 3 F ather, Slorify thy 
M name 8 ; 

Our doctrine, then, my brethren, is «© a doc- 
1 trine according to godlineſs? even if we 
receive that phraſe in its moſt limited and its 
rareſt ſignifications. Various, it is true, are 
the opinions and the ſtandards of piety that pre- 
vail among the profeſſors of our common faith. 
But taking for our authority the language of he 
Scriptures, which is ſurely the language alſo of 
> wi ſoundeſt reaſon, we call upon our Fellow 
riſtians to ſhew, that, as a body, we are leſs 
ted than others by the ſpirit of genuine de- 
. Among every denomination there are 
doubtleſs thoſe who adorn not their doctrine. 


Vet 


„ +7 
Ye if we fearch the records of hiſtory, if we 
look impartially around us, what muſt be the 
deciſion ? The illuſtrious piety of the primitive 
believers. none can queſtion; but the piety of 
the primitive believers, there appears to be juſt 
cauſe for aſſerting *, was eſtabliſhed upon thoſe 
views of God and Chriſt that we embrace. 
Waving, however, the diſcuſſion of this point, 


| Md foreign to my immediate deſign, the Poliſh 


Socinians, it may be remarked, were men that 
* walked humbly” and conſtantly ( with God 1. 
Our religious ſentiments, it is granted, differ in 
ſome reſpects ſrom theirs but there is ſufficient 
correſpondence between them to render their ex- 
amples, in this inſtance, a pertinent illuſtration 
and an indiſputable teſtimony. What, again, 
| {hall we fay of Biddle g, and of F irmin  ; and, 
* I not add, af Newton and of Locke ||? 


Why, 


ee Dr. Prieftley's Hiftory of the Corruptions of 
- *Chriſtianity, and of Early Opinions. 


+ See Lindſey's Hiftorical View: and Toulmin's Life 
of he ag | 1 
| +} See his Life by Dr. Todlkmia. i 

$ His Life by Mr. Corniſh. . | 

% Newton and Locke,” fays the Biſhop of Land 
See Catalogue of Books in Divinity, p. 39, at the end 
vf Collection of Theological Trafts) “ were eſteemed 
** Socinians,”” See alſo Diſney's Memoirs of Sykes, p. 
32 and the Nd of H. W Eſq. as record - 


ed 


"Y 
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Why, too, ſhould I not mention the venerable 
name of Lardner, through whoſe invaluable 


writings a rich vein of piety is to be traced, and 
concerning whom it is ſaid by his biographer, 
<« a regard to God appears to have been ever the 


<« governing principle of his actions“? More 
recent, are the characters of Jebb ꝶ and Price 1. 


Nor can I here forbear to _ upon not a few 


among the living, who, by their ſacrifices, their 
writings, and their * converſation in the world,” 
have, © witneſſed a good confeſſion“ in favour 
of primitive Chriſtianity,, and who exemplify 


that habitual devotion, and that duty of not living 
to oumſelves, which one of them, with clearneſs 


ed by Baron in his preface to the Cordial for Low Spirits. 
Conſult Jikewiſe Maclaurin“s account of Sir I. Newton's 


Philoſophical Diſcoveries; b. iv. c. 9. Ed. ato. London. 


* Kippis' Life of Lardner, p. 87. 
4 Diſney' s life of Dr. John Jebb. 
1 The unaſſected piety of this celebrated man will bo 


ihe remembered. Although no believer in the fimple 
bumanity of Chriſt, he declared,.nevertheleſs, that (with 
% him it was an eſſential point to worſhip one God alone.“ 


Price's Sermons on the Chriſtian Doctrine, p. 143, note. 
It is a tribute due to the memory of departed excellence 
to ſubjoin here the names of William Tayleur, Eſq. of 


Belmont; (fee Monthly, Mag. May 1796, p. 351) and of 
Mr. John Mort, (ſee A Short View of his Lite, Sentiments 


ans * R H. Toulmin. 1 1 
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and ſimplicity that are peculiarly his own, has 

unfolded and enforced “. 1 
I have thus enlarged upon the Wendet of 

the Unitarian doctrine, with regard to the culti- 

vation and exerciſe of piety, becauſe we have 

been charged with ( greatly overlooking this 


ee branch of virtue.” The influence of our re- 


ligious ſentiments upon © our obedience to the 
commandments of the ſecond table is now to 
be examined. - Fewer obſervations will here be 
requiſite ; ſince to theſe duties, it is ſtated, „De 
&« almoſt - confine ourſelves.” It is alledged, 
that We exalt © the ſocial virtues, or thoſe vir- 
tues which reſpe& ſociety, to the negleR,” 
as it is added, “ and often at the expence of 
«| others, which more immediately reſpect the 


* See two diſcourſes upon theſe ſubjects by Dr, Prieſtley, 
a man whom calumny, and perſecution have laid under 
ſufficiently large contributions to them, as a tax for being 
eminent. In conjunction with theſe inimitable ſermons 
ſhould be read an addreſs to the Deity that, immediately 
after the delivery of the former, was written by Mrs. 
Barbauld, concerning whom the friends of litcrature, of 
freedom, of religion, and of the riſing generation, only 
complain, that the writes ſo little. Theſe compoſitions, 


together with Dr. Prieſtley s dedication to Dr. John j ebb ; 
of his Illuftrations of Philoſophical Neceſſity, prove that 


devotion, and indeed religious poetry, is not excl fi ely 
dependent upon what it is cuſtomary to ile orthodox 
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„ God that made us*.” The juſtice of the, 
_ repreſentation, to ſay the leaſt, ſeems equal to 
its decency. But it is happy that the fallible 
judgment of human beings will not r de- 


cide upon our characters. 


Thou ſbalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf +2 


 Whatſoever ye would that men ſbould do to you, do 
ye even ſo to them 4 theſe are the grand and 
comprehenſive precepts of Chriſtian morality, 
with reference to the ſocial virtues. True bene- 
volence, in ſhort, is the ſpring of all the duties 


we owe to our fellow-creatures, as is love to 


| 1 God of every quality that is properly devotional, 


A pure and evangelic love to man embraces, 
farther, even the perſonal virtues, which may be 
comprehended under thoſe of temperance, forti- 
tude and patience. If we take our views of it 


from the correct, expreſſive and finiſhed picture 8 


drawn by an Apoſtle & we ſhall be ſatisfied, that 


it ſuppoſes well-diſciplined affections, and is ac- 
companied by freedom from the ſelfiſh and 
malignant paſſions. Of the virtues which regard 


our fellow-men, and of thoſe which are com- 
monly, though erroneouſſy, underſtood to have 


ourſelves alone for their object, it will be moſt 


expedient, then, to ſpeak 9 | Fe 


+ Fuller, 70, 73. + Mark xii. 31. 
1 Marr. vii. 12. § 1 Cor. xiii 
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are not either here, or in real lifes to be « « put 
« aſunder.“ | 
Now it is to be tk in 3 that a 
delief in the ſimple humanity of Jeſus detracts, 
by no means, from the reſpe& and obedience we 
render to him as a moral inſtructor. Theſe 
have their origin in a firm conviction, that 
« he whom God ſent ſpake the word of God *,“ 
the word of the great and only adorable Being, 
by whoſe authority he acted, and by whoſe wiſe 
dom he taught. Nor is our ſenſe of the beauty, 
our perſuaſion of the reaſonableneſs and utility 
of his precepts hence diminiſhed. Theſe, again, 
reſult ſolely from attention to the precepts 
themſelves ; and his example we feel to be more 
attractive, encouraging and influential, becauſe it 
is the example of the nan Chriſt Jeſus +.” 
To the exerciſe of that benevolence, 'in parti- 
cular, which is the badge of our religion, nothing 
more 15 neceſſary than a due regard to the 
authority by which it is enjoined, a deep ſenſe of 
the claims which men have upon our brotherly 
affection, and the abſence of every malevolent 
and oppoſing paſſion. What reaſon, now, can 
be aſſigned why the Unitarian Chriſtian may 
not be as exemplary for this virtue as a Chriſtian 
under any other appellation? Since he conceives, 
* John li. 34. * I Tim. ii. $ „ 
„ 10 indeed | 


0 „ | 
indeed, of his Maker's goodneſs, manifeſted in 
revelation, as being more free, impartial and 

_ diffuſive than it is eſteemed and repreſented by 
others, the preſumption is, that his characteriſtic 
views of the love of God will furniſh him with 
no inconſiderable aſſiſtance, will ſuggeſt to him 
no inefficacious motives for the love of his 

_ neighbour. - 

Let it be farther obſerved, that the man, who 
has a ſtrong and habitual conviction of the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of a holy life to his preſent and 
future happineſs, can never, either in theory or 

: in practice, relax the obligations of morality. 

Now the Unitarian Chriftian, (I ſpeak of him 

who is more than nominally ſo) while he relies 
upon the divine mercy alone for the forgiveneſs / 

of his ſins, and the acceptance of . his imperfect 
virtue, knows, nevertheleſs, that repentance and 
amendment are eſſential to a participation in the 
divine favour. He is, hence, neither diſcouraged 

| by deſpair, nor ſeduced by preſumptuous conh- 
dence from being © diligent, unmoveable, always 

cc abounding in the work of the Lord ;” and 
ſhould he finally be found inferior to others in 

| general virtue, ſtill, it is not eaſy to ſee how 

W 5 8 this effect is imputable to his principles. * 

| In a ftate where difference of opinion, upon 
ſubjects apparently the cleareſt, and certainly 


the moſt — will unavoidably exiſt, the 
| © happineſs 


els 


( 29 ) | 


| happineſs of ſociety much depends upon the due 
exerciſe of the qualities denominated candour and 


liberality of ſentiment. Candour is the temper 
which leads us to aſcribe to others, to thoſe 
eſpecially from whom we differ, the pureſt mo- 


tives that circumſtances allow. Liberality in- 


clines us to believe, that, involuntary religious 


error expoſes not men to the diſpleaſure of 


their Maker; its language is: © In every nation 


Te he that feareth God, and worketh righteouſ- 
&« nels, is accepted of him.” Bigotry, on the 
other hand, is ſuch an inordinate attachment to our 


own modes of faith and worſhip as prompts us to 
« have no dealings“ with thoſe who prefer 


others, to; think of them with unkindneſs, and 
to act toward them with violence. It is hence 
evident, that a man may be perfectly candid 
and liberal, while yet he is by no means in- 
different to religious principle; and ſuch, I 
would hope, whatever has been peremptorily 
advanced to the contrary *, is the character, for 


the moſt part, of Unitarian Chriſtians. 
Here, at leaſt, my brethren, our views of 


Chriſtianity give us a decided advantage over 


ſome oppoſers of our principles. Cordially as 


we are attached te divine truth, ſenſible as we 


* « A great! deal of what is called candour and bene- 


volence among Socinians is nothing elſe but indifference 


16 to all religious principle.“ Fuller, p. 1 38. 


; 
| 
} 
| 
n 
g 
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feel of its unſpeakable value, and ready, as I truſt 
we are, at every hazard, to avow and defend it, 
we aſſert, notwithſtanding, the innocence of in- 
voluntary error. It is the unhappineſs of many 
profeſſors of our religion to conſider it as par- 
taking of the nature of ſin. Such is the lan- 
guage they uſe in their writings *, their conver- 
ſation, their diſcourſes; and, maintaining this 
opinion, it is impoſtible, ſurely, that they ſhould 
regard the man, whoſe religious ſentiments differ 
from theirs, with perfect complacency, ſatisfac- 

tion and benevolence. This doctrine, indeed, 
© has proved the parent of intolerance and perſecu- 
tion : and fo unequivocally is it condemned by 
reaſon and by ſcripture, by the moral attributes 
of the Deity, and by the frame and circumſtances 
of man, that it is wonderful how, among perſons 
of ſenſe and worth, it ſhould ever have exiſted. 
For who is ignorant, that we are, in a conſider- 
able- meaſure, the creatures of early diſcipline, 
' inſtruction and ſituation? Who is able to calcu- 
late the extenſive, and, frequently, the unper- 
| ceived, influence of authority and cuſtom? Who 
requires to be informed, that- men. of acknow- 
ledged and, it ſhould ſeem, of equal virtue have 
yet profeſſed the moſt contradictory notions upon 
ſubjects of religion? The mere concluſions, 


Fuller, p. 11. | 
therefore, 


„ 

e of the u nderſtanding, where the will 
is unconcerned, _ ot ſurely participate of 
guilt. Guilt, then o ly attaches itſelf to error, 
when men wilfully and indolently refuſe to em- 
ploy the means of better information which are 
put into their hands; ſince « according to what 
&a man hath, and not according to what hg 
< hath not,” will faith, like virtue, be RAS: 
By theſe conſiderations, my Fellow Chriſtians, 
we are reſtrained from placing ourſelves in the 
Chair of infallibility, from raſhly judging upon 
the preſent ſtate and the future doom of our vir- 
tuous, though it may be, miſtaken brethren : we 
are aſſiſted in uniting, with a rational zeal for 
truth, the ſpirit of meekneſs toward © thoſe who. 
_ ©. oppoſe themſelves :” we have wider ſcope for 
the exerciſe of genuine candour and liberality 
of mind; nor, let me hope, are we in theſe 
virtues materially defective, though it muſt be 
acknowledged, that every ſect of Chriſtians has, 
in this inſtance, ſomething to lament and rectify. | 

Omitting to ſpecify other ſocial and perſonal 
virtues, let me call upon fair and unbiaſſed ob- 
ſervation to determine, what is the chara er 
we bear in our commerce with mankind. If it 
be not more exemplary than that of other Chriſ- 

tians, it is not, perhaps, in any degree inferior. 
5 There are many of us, doubtleſs, who live with | 

ſobriety and righteouſneſs, as well as with godli-_ 
Cc 4 neſs, 


8 „ 
neſs, in the world; and if this be the fact, no 
preſumption ariſes hence, that is unfavourable 


to our principles. A ſuperiority to preſent ob- 
jects, and a ſpirit of evangelic benevolence, are 
not confined to any religious denomination. 1 
ſee them, let me own with pleaſure, among 
thoſe who differ from us; they may be found, 


too, I am perſuaded, among the body of Chriſ- 
tians with whom in general ſentiment we are 


united. That with leſs reſtraint, than is exer- 


Ciſed by ſome of our brethren, we enter into th 
world, and indulge in its amuſements, ſhall 
readily be granted; but unleſs it can be ſhewn, 
that we fo uſe it as to uſe it to exceſs *, we 


all take no ſhame to ourſelves on this accaunt.” 
The truth is, that it is a matter of peculiar dif- 
ficulty to ſteer the juſt courſe between ſecluſion 
from public and buſy life, and due participation 
in its occurrences and enjoyments. Influenced 


by ſelf-partiality and by acquired habits of 


thinking and of acting, each ſect of Chriſtians 


ſuppoſes, that it has attained, in this reſpect, to | 


an exact propriety of manners. What one ſtiles 


rigour the other terms ſeriouſneſs, what this calls 


levity that pronounces to be virtuous chearful- 
neſs. The queſtion, then, cannot by the con- 
tending parties be eaſily decided ; but we leave 


* x Cor. High...” 


(33) 


it to every delecting man to determine whether, 
collectively, we are diſtinguiſhed by that friend- 


ſhip with the world, which is confeſſed by us to 


be enmity with God *. 


II. It is now time that we inquire what 10 
ſiſtance, ſupport and conſolation are furniſhed, in 


the ſeaſon of temptation, affliction and death, by © 


the doctrine we profeſs? And this, I am ſenſible, 
is likewiſe a queſtion to which Chriſtians will 
give different anſwers, according to the difference 
of their religious views. Opinions that have 


* 


been long and fondly. cheriſhed intereſt all our | 


feelings in their behalf; and, in advanced life, 


when the moral habits are confirmed, other and 
even correcter ſentiments would, probably, be 
leſs efficacious to our virtue and our happineſs. 
But prejudice and feeling apart, and guarding 
againſt the influence which particular names and 
phraſes exerciſe, we have only to open the 
- Chriſtian Scriptures, and attentively to meditate 
upon the following paſſages: Lead us not into 
temptation e Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation t e have not an high prieft 
"who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted as we are, 


yet without fin & Our light afflition, which: is 


3 James iv. * „ 5 + Matt. vi. 13. 
} Matt. xx xXvi, 41. $ Heb. ir. 15. 
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ſ but for a moment, worketh- for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory*: We 
Fnow that all things work together for good to 


them that love God f: Now is Chrift riſen from 


the dead and become the firft fruits of them that 
ſlept, for ſince by man came death, by man came 
alſa the reſurrection of the dead. death ! 
where is thy fling? O grave ] where is thy 


victory? The Hing of death is fin, and the 
firength of fin is the law; but thanks be to God 


who giveth us the victory through bur Lord 


Feſus Chrift 


From the full benefit of theſe gs my 


Fellow-Chriſtians, are we excluded by our ſenti- 
ments? From theſe truths can we derive no aſ- 
ſiſtance, ſupport and conſolation ? When, in the 


hour of devout retirement, you ſeriouſly reflect 
upon them, are they not productive of ſomething 


more than mere calmneſs and compoſure 8 Do 
they not inſpire you with ſacred hope and with 


a” unſpeakable ?” But you will obſerve, that 
one motive, propoſed to us as a ſecurity againſt | 


temptation, is taken from the victory gained over 
trial by him who, © in all things like unto his 


* i 


FN "i 7 % 
* 1 Cor. iv. 17. + Rom. viii. 28. 
1 1 Cor. xv. 20, 21. 55, 56, 57. 


8 The utmoſt happineſs to which the . 1 
pretends conſiſts in calmneſs of mind,” Fuller, p. 261. 


. « brethren, 
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c brethren,” was © in all points tempted as we 
 & are: you will obſerve, too, that his reſurrec-. 


tion from the dead is ſtated to be the aſſurance. 
and example of ours, becauſe it was the reſur- 
rection of a man. It remains, then, that, what- 
ever advantage be claimed over us, in this in-, 


ſtance, by perſons who draw very oppoſite and, 


as we eſteem them, very erroneous concluſions, 
from a peruſal of the ſcriptures, yet our doctrine 


is here alſo © a doctrine according to godlineſs,” ' 


being adequate to ſupply all the aid and comfort, 
to the rational and virtuous mind, which frail 
humanity requires. 
HI. We are farther to examine, . is the 
degree of efficacy, which the Unitarian doctrine 
poſſeſſes, in reſpect to the converſion of profli- 
gates and unbelievers? The aſſertion has been 
confidently made, that to the accompliſhment of 


this object it is totally unequal, and muſt fo 
far yield the ſuperiority to more popular repre- 


ſentations of Chriſtianity . Before, however, 


* « Judge for yourſelves whether you may not as well 
« expect grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles, as to ſee re- 

* pentance towards God, or faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, proceeding from Sorin N Fuller, 
Let. ii. p. 20. 


1 Socinianiſm ſo far from being friendly to the conver- 


* ſion of unbelievers, is neither adapted to the end, nor 


« favourable to the means. Do. Let. iii. p. 51. ? 
WS. we 
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1 To 
we acquieſce in the concluſion, let it be remem- 


| bered, that we claim to embrace and avow no 
other doctrine than what Jeſus and his Apoſtles 


taught, and that, if it be leſs ſucceſsful now than 
when it was originally delivered, the fact 


explained by the prevalence of human corrupt- 
ions, and reflects not the ſlighteſt diſhonour 
upon the genuine truths of our religion. We 
reject, it is admitted, and reaſon and the Scrip- 


tures we think, authorize us to reject, every 
pretence to ſudden converſion. I rue converſion 


from ſin to holineſs we regard as the work of 
time and labour; and diſpoſed as we are to 


aſcribe it ultimately to the good pleaſure of him 
who gives us the power of willing and of acting, 


we are of opinion, nevertheleſs, that it is to be 
ſought for and completed in the uſe of means. 


« Repentance toward God, and faith toward 


% our Lord Jeſus Chrift,” juſtly underſtood, 
| have as intimate a connection with our views C. 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation as with thoſe of our 


brethren. If our ideas of theſe principles vary 


from theirs, it follyws not thence, that in them- 
ſelves they are leſs ſcriptural, or in their tendency 
leſs efficacious. We hope, on the contrary, there 


are thoſe in our number, who have found the 


plain, the ſimple yet the deſpiſed goſpel of Chriſt 


4 the power of God unto ſal vation.“ 


As to the converſion of J ews and heachens, 
| " little 


E 


ülttle can be ſaid on either fide, inaſmuch as the 
experiment has never, perhaps, been fairly and 
entirely made by both the parties. Eventually, 


We doubt yot, that repreſentation of Chrifl -anit "= 
which has Scripture and antiquity for its baſis, 


which is ſimple in its nature, and conformable 
with our beſt ideas of the divine character and 


government, will every where prevail; and this 


remark may be extended to the caſe of unbelievers 
living in countries where Chriſtianity is pro- 


feed. . ; 


hut we are ſuppoſed to manifeſt indifference— 


a deficiency in virtue and benevolence—becauſe 
we have never embarked in miſſions for convert- 
ing heathens to the faith of Chriſt v. I take 
this occaſion of replying, that we admit in a 
conſiderable degree the fact, but deny expreſsly 
the juſtice of the concluſion. The purity of 
motive, which has prompted many worthy per- 
ſons to engage in ſuch deſigns, we admire and 


reſpect. Vet, ardently as we wiſh for the arrival 
of the day, when all nations ſhall form “ one 


cc fold under one ſhepherd,” the ſcene, never- 


| theleſs, where our labours at leaſt for this pur- 


poſe are moſt requiſite, ſeems to be the region 


„Let a fingle inſtance be produced of a Socinian 
1 teacher having ſo much virtue or benevolence in him as 
« to venture among a race of barbarians merely with a 
«« view to their converfion.”” Fuller, p. 46. 


— — 


_—_ T7 

in which providence has caſt our lot. In this 
country, and on every fide, we behold Chriſ- 
tianity almoſt buried under the corruptions of 
men, its truths obſcured, its progreſs hindered, 
its ſpirit and energy counteracted. For this 
reaſon, therefore, and becauſe we know that our 
exertions are moſt likely to be uſeful when they 


we chuſe to remain, it is here that we are de- 
firous of putting forth alt our efforts for the 
revival of the pure faith and worſhip of the 
goſpel. Our zeal in the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
then, may not be inferior to that of our brethren, 
although it have a ſecondary reference tb another 
end, and be exerciſed in another manner, 
IV. It remains that we conſider, finally, how 
far the admiſſion of the Unitarian doctrine is 
adapted to promote a veneration for the Seriptures, 
and to fortify our faith in Chriſtianity? To 
venerate the Scriptures is to receive and value 
them as containing a revelation of the will of 
God to man; it is to inveſtigate them with dili- 
' gence and impartiality, to interpret them fairly 
and conſiſtently, to be guided by the natural, plain 
and uniform ſenſe of them in articles of faith, and 
on points of conduct. The higheſt ' reverence 
for the Chriſtian Scriptures, in particular, is 
_ "expreſſed by us, and then, it ſhould ſeem, do 
we entertain a juſt and correct view of their in- 
ſpiration, 


are directed to a ſingle object, it is here that 


( 39 ) 


ſpiration, when we regard them as the writings 

of men who derived from the very beſt ſources 

of information their acquaintance with the ae 
S 


and doctrine of Chriſt, of men whoſe integrity 
is beyond all queſtion, of men who credibly relate 
facts and diſcourſes which either themſelves wit- 
neſſed; or which they deliver on the authority of 
the ſpectators and the hearers, and who faithfully 
teach that word of God with a knowledge of 
which they were furniſhed by their maſter and by 
| miraculous communications ſubſequent to his | 
aſcenſion x. And if this be to reverence the 
Scriptures, our principles, I muſt be allowed 
to think, are far indeed from being unfriendly to 
ſuch veneration. But, on the other hand, if re- 

verence for theſe records of our faith, theſe 

words of heavenly truth and wiſdom, is to be 
manifeſted by a dread of examining them, leſt 
their doctrines be found in contradiction to our 
preſent opinions, or by a blind acquieſcence in 


* Such is our belief .in the inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
It is ſanctioned, we conceive, as well by the general tenor, 
as by many expreſs paſſages of the ſacred writings. We 
regard it, moreover, as being perfectly conſiſtent with the 
ſtrongeſt faith in Chriſtianity, as enabling us to defend 
our religion with the greateſt effect againſt the attacks of 


unbelievers, and as being moſt favourable- to fair and 


rational criticiſm on, the * of the” Old and of the 
New Teſtament. | 


the | 
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the unavoidable i inaccuracies of tranſcribers, and 


ho leſs unavoidable, but more injurious, 


ertors of tranſlators, or by a bigotted oppoſition 
to every attempt toward an improved knowledge 
and verſion of them, or by judging of the truths 
which they teach rather from the ſound of de- 
tached paſſages, than from the ſignification and 
tenor of the context, ſuch reverence we diſ- 
claim. Sincerely and cordially attached to the 


ſacred volume, againſt ſuch reverence, neverthe- 
leſs, we ſtedfaſtly proteſt, ; 

Of thoſe Chriſtians who, after enquiry and 
on conviction, depart from an eſtabliſhed or po- 


pular creed, it is the natural fate to be charged 
with being deiſts and infidels in diſguiſe x. It 
is equally natural to thoſe, who are deſtitute of- 
fair and ſerious argument, to come forward with 
this unjuſt and illiberal accuſation. Too long 
has ſuch language been uſed to make a deep and 
| laſting impreſſion upon us; and in the cauſe of 


truth we may expect to receive, but muſt learn 


to diſregard, calumny. For he is, in profeflion 
at leaſt, a Chriſtian who believes that Jeſus of 
Nazareth was the promiſed Meſſiah, commiſſi- 

oned by Almighty God, to inſtruct mankind in 


The near affinity of Socinianiſm to Deiſm is ſo. 


« manifest, that it is in vain to diſown it.“ Fuller, p. 303. 


The infidelity of Socinians is frequently covered. with. 


a very thin — Ibid 307. 


[ 


1 * 


* doctrine of a future life, and by his death 
and reſurrection to place this doctrine upon the 
firmeſt baſis., I appeal to the memoirs of Chriſt, 
and to the kiftory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
whether the firſt publiſhers of the Goſpel inſiſt- 
ed upon a belief in other articles as eſſential to 
Chriſtianity x. Judge then, my brethren; if our 
characteriſtic ſentiments, as Unitarian Chriſti- 
ans, be in any way hoſtile to theſe ſimple, yet 
moſt intereſting facts. Our faith, indeed, © is 
built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and 
„Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
4 chief corner ſtone :?? and what let it again 
be conſidered, was the belief of the earlieſt 
Chriſtians, but a belief in © one God even the 
ce Father,“ and in „ one mediator between God 
c and. man, the man Chriſt Jeſus P” . Ther. 
faith, nevertheleſs, in the divine miſſion of their 
| maſter was of the very ſtrongeſt kind. 
The queſtion, whether Jeſus were the meſ- 
ſenger of Heaven, is totally diſtin from the 
opinions we may have formed concerning the 
dignity of his perfon, excepting inaſmuch as 
Chriſtianity will by ſome be pronounced ante- 
cedently incredible, ſhould you maintain that 
it teaches, the doctrine of Almighty God, the 
Creator of 0 world, "ng ſuffered upon a 


> See Du Toulmin' $ Letters to Mr. Fuller, p- 2 
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croſs. Numerous, however, are the learned, 


able and pious men of different churches and 
ſentiments who have ſtood forth as the advocates 
of our common faith; and it is remarkable that 


fome, to whom we owe, in this reſpect, pecu- 
liar obligations, have been Unitarian Chriſtians, 
and firm believers in the Phoper humanity of 


Chriſt *. | 
In the civil, the religious, and the wool tate 
of the countries where, Chriſtianity is received, 
the ſerious obſerver beholds many circumſtances 
which lead, too naturally, to its rejection.— 


Conſidered with reſpect to the individual him- 
ſelf, a diſbelief of the Chriſtian doctrine may, 
perhaps, for the moſt part be aſcribed to defici- 


ency in knowledge and attention, to certain ha- 


bits of life, or to fallacious reaſoning. You, 


my friends, will determine from your own ex- 
perience, whether your ideas of the Deity and 


of Chriſt, detract © one jot or tittle,” from 


the ſtrength of your faith in the truth of Chriſ- 
tianity, or whether that faith, on the contrary, 
be not hence invigorated. J all our * 1 


, * Among . the names of 2 3 and a Locke, of 


a Lardner and a Priestley, appear highly distinguiſhed. Let 


me here refer the reader to an eloquent, yet just eulogium 
upon Dr. Lardner by Ebenezer Radcliffe, Eſq. annexed 
to Dr. Kippis's life of that most learned defender, and 


— ornament of Christ 


inquiries 


48) 


| inquiries there is danger, undoubtedly, leſt we 


5 haſtily believe that of which eyidence is want 


ing, or as haſtily reject what evidence ſupports: 
It often happens, that a man, who was once in 
the former extreme, ſhall quickly after ward fall 
into the latter; and this fact is deſerving of our 
recollection in reference to many caſes of infi- 
delity. Effects which proceed from temporary 
and local cauſes authorize no general conclu- 
fron. But it ſeems impoſſible, that the man who 
knows his religious faith to be in its evidence 


rational and ſcriptural,: in its nature ſimple, and 


in its tendency favourable to the higheſt intereſts 
of human beings, ſhould be otherwiſe than ſted- 
faſt in the profeſſion of it, and zealous td * | 

' fuſe it by all honourable means. 7 
To avow, in the moſt public manner, our 
fone of © the only true God, and of Jeſus 
ce the Chriſt whom he has ſent;” and, by the 
diſtribution of proper books, to promote the know-. 
ledge and efficacy of theſe ſentiments, are the 
grand objects that our ſociety has in view. Even 
ſhould our ideas and our repreſentations of 
Chirſtianity prove, finally, erroneous, we ſhall 
be found, I truſt, to have acted from ſincere 
_ conviction, and with becoming zeal. Let per- 
ſons, who ſeek for all their portion in this life, 
conſider it as a matter of trifling moment to 
what articles of _ wy ribs, in what 
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— - — A 2 Y; 4 py 
1 - * : ; 
2 r e 
„F ; — — — 
— K 2 ＋⏑ „ Pr — 2 2 
* 
* 


ated gat 2 — 
— K 7—7˖L.‚. ere tan OS» ce 
. - 


* 
o 


= — — _ _e — * — 
e CT CI A 8 * * — 


— — — — 


— = — 
—̃ — 2 — 


E 


br .of worſhip thizy unite. But let no man, 
who aſpires to the character of a conſiſtent be- 
liever in Jeſus, be indifferent to theſe queſtions. 
A decided and undiſguiſed conduct in the pro- 
feſſion of important truth is, at once, ſubſervi- 
ent, in a high degree, to the cauſe of human 
virtue and happineſs, and greatly honourable to 
thoſe by whom it is exhibited. Chriſtianity, 
you will grant, is divine, you will allow that it * 
is ſupremely valuable; and, this being your opi- 
nion, you muſt feel it your _ not to be 
de aſhamed of it before men.” But to each and 
to all of us, my brethren, thoſe Chriſtian prin- 
ciples, which after deliberate examination we 
have embraced, conſtitute an evangelic faith *; 
and this faith we are under a ſolemn obligation, 

| * 


r 


* A late writer has pleaded, with much zeal, for the 
union of all Chriftians in public worſhip, however oppo- 
te be their religious ſentiments. To many of his obſer- 
vations I readily ſubſcribe ; and mest chearfully will I 
give to every man that owns Jeſus to be the Christ, the 
right band of Christian fellowſhip. But can a ſerious be- 
lever in the. Trinity, and a consistent Unitarian Christian, 
be rationally expected to join in the ſame prayers? The 
former addreſſes his devotions to three (perhaps, I might 
tay, four *) distinct beings, the latter to © one God even 
«the Father.” See The Catholic Church, by A. Robin- 
ſon, printed for Johnſon. 


* Vid. The Litany. 


I 


with 
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5 with the weapons of reaſon and ſcripture, and i in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſpread and to defend. 
The obligation, I will add, is yet more binding, 
ſhould we be perſuaded, that the doctrine we 
receive has direct relation to the right object of 
worſhip, and is a doctrine, moreover, accord - 
« ing to godlineſs.“ 

Let all Chriſtians, whatever be theis belief 
purſue ſimilar meaſures for avowing and diffuſ- 
ing their reſpective ſentimeats 3 let truth be 
ſpoken with firmneſs, yet in love, and the inte- 
reſts of our common religion will hence derive 
no inconſidęrable advantage. But let us not be 
viewed with the eye of jealouſy and ſuſpicion, 
let us meet with no oppoſition which is other- 
wiſe than generous; and if we mult, indegd, 
encounter hoſtility, let us be attacked at leaſt in 
the clear light of day. | 

Such aſſociations as ours, my brethren, what- 
ever ſome may ſuppoſe, have no tendency to | 
diſunite and weaken that religious body, to which 
it is our pride and happineſs to belong. Among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, as among other claſſes of 
men that are in any degree numerous, diverſity 
of ſentiment upon very important ſubjects »of 
religion has long ſubſiſted. Yet upon common 


principles, and for the vindication of our com- 


mon rights, we have often united with perfect 
. cordiality. Be it at the ſame time remembered, 
| nevertheleſs, 


— - 
— n 2 
ALS YT 


— 1 


nt n RS PU apes F 


— — 7 5 
l — * 
- ad. * T iN. ＋ 1 p 2 8 —— 
0 — * — 26. * — . 42 nb Ie td . — 3 
= — - r Fe b — 
— * — — — 
— — — 2 I 3 "== — — — . * od 9 — —— . — = - 
= - - \ = — * * — . Z _ DR - 4 r — 4 "—Y 8 —— — —— 
1 — — — 5 - n 5 — — — We ry 7 3 7 — i 
pet —.— ——— TAS 4 5 —— 5 1 1 xa IP. 2 COOL OS nn 2 — — - —_ — CONDE. — ů ——— — 
Lone — ö — —— . — — 3 — SL 8 == - a”; — RI .. OIrog—— pp ng en — — — — 7 — 
2 . r = — F * 22 * —_—_ l % F 4 6 * P59 - n 
= N 0 4,» a A — - 4a ++ — 0 
7 3 2 2 * » — bs > A- 1 Ou thee no . * - y : p 
a os ant t v * HT = 2 _ . * . 4 — — bi 
. _ — * © — MI — — = : 0 . 2 — og | R 
2 % — * * 4 - a $ > — — . . . . 1 ” . IS i 
* ba I ITT — cw — OR — - 45 we 2 2N 
— 4 - — — — x "204 — yay —— Q . * 


53 — 


* \ 
o — — 
= = Fa - 383 — = s 
2 — — ok Ae ne SI — — — 
= — — — 


— — 


4 love and unto good works.“ 


| | ( 46 ) | 
nevertheleſs, that valuable and momentous as is 
the cauſe of Proteſtant Diſſent, the cauſe and 
the intereſts of Chriſtian truth are ſtill more 
yaluable. . 

With calm 1 dere, let us 


purſue our courſe. Independently of the gene- 


ral advantages we may hope to promote, as a 
ſociety of Unitarian Chriſtians, there are others, 


in particular, that we may promiſe ourſelves 


from our exertions as a provincial affociation. 


Not being diſperſed throughout the kingdom, 
our interviews are in conſequence more frequent, 
our mutual affiftance is more effectually impart- 


ed, and by theſe annual meetings we can the 


better „ conſider each other to provoke unto 
And greatly 
ſhould I rejoice did our example lead to the 
eſtabliſhment of ſimilar inſtitutions in other 
diſtricts, an object eaſy of 8 and | 
moſt deſireable in its tendency. 

But however this be, let us, my F ellow 


Chriſtians, let all who are like-minded with 


ourſelves, be anxious to evince that our doQrine 
is, indeed, a doctrine © according to godlineſs.” | 
Concerning the natural influence of religious 
opinions the world will judge, not from ab- 


ſtract reaſoning, not from fancied "tendencies, 


but from our diſpoſitions and our lives. Go on 
then to add to _ * and ſcriptural faith 
66. © fortitude, 


t 
“ fortitude, temperance, patience, devotion, 
- « brotherly kindneſs and charity.” Raiſe your | 

affections above preſent ob jects, and cultivate 
that ſeriouſneſs of mind which becomes a frail 


and finful being, a penner upon earth, a can- 
didate for immortality. 


* 


Allow me, with peculiar earneſtneſs, to re- 
commend, that you regularly and fervently wor- 
ſhip your Creator in your families, and with the 
congregations to which you reſpectively belong, 
that you decline not to join in the commemora- 
tive ordinance of the Lord's Supper, that you 
carefully attend to the religious inſtruction of 
your children and ſervants, that you be meek, 

candid, and actively benevolent, that you honour 
and love virtuous men of every denomination, 
and that you be blameleſs and * in the 


5 whole intercourſe of life. 


It has with juſtice been ſaid, that the eminent 
Vnitarian Chriſtians of paſt times were men diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their piety v. Be it ours, my 
brethren, to © give all diligence” for the attain- 
ment of this quality. It is the beſt foundation, 
the ſureſt pledge of general virtue, the anchor 
of the ſoul amidſt the ſtorms of public and pri- 
vate life, and the moſt effectual preſervative 
againſt the falſe views, and the- deluſive reaſon- 


* Lindſey's Hist. View, &c. p- 303. And Toulmin's 
Life of Biddle, p- 132z, 133. Ed. 1791. 7 


ing, 


„„ . 
ing, by which the young mind, wann i 
with too much eaſe hurried on to inhdelity. \ 


The preſent ſtate of opinions and morals may 


be eſteemed by ſome unfavourable to our exer- 
tions. But it furniſhes, in truth, no reaſon for 
deſpondence, and ſhould animate rather to greater 
ſtedfaſtneſs, and increaſing zeal. What, though 
we be unable to foreſee the immediate conſe- 
quence of our labours? They are not, however, 
leſs a duty: never were they more neceſſary; 


and of their ultimate ſucceſs we have the moſt 
ſatisfactory perſuaſion. Repreſſed be the feelings 


of impatience, the language of deſpair. Slow 
is the proceſs of enlightening and improving the 
general mind: The kingdom of God cometh 
« not with obſervation &: „ One day is with 
„ the Lord as a thouſand years, and a thouſand 
« years as one day f:“ „But the counſel of 


« Jehovah that ſhall ſtand, and the abu! = 


« his heart unto all generations 1.“ 
It may be, that ſcenes are opening upon our 
eyes more ſurpriſing and important than have 
long been witneſſed. The ſeaſon may not be far 
_ diftant, when ſyſtems, which aſſume the name 
of Chriſtian, - ſhall, like fabrics erected upon the 
ſand, be overthrown,with a mighty fall, by the 
tempeſt and the waves. If divine wiſdom and 


Luke xvii. 20. f 1 Pet. iii. 8. f Pf. xxxiii. 11. 


benevolence, 
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benevolence, however, govern the univerſe; if. 
« the word of prophecy”, be © ſure,” the reign 
of pure Chriſtianity ſhall have no period and no- 
' bounds. A ſhort time before the founder of our 
religion aſcended to Heaven, he declared to his 
diſciples, © if ye loved me, ye would rejoice, . 
« becauſe I ſaid, I go unto the Father: for my 
« Father is greater than I* :” And why, it has 
been - aſked, did he make this latter declaration. 
"if he was only man ? But let the ſcope of the 
paſſage be conſidered, and we ſhall find, that it 
was not the mare abſtract doctrine of his Father's: 
ſuperiority which he deſigned to aſſert. It was 
evidently, bis purpoſe to conſole his diſciples, 
now abou to loſe him, and to. be overwhelmed. 
with grief, by the aſſurance, that the adorable 
being, from whom his powers were derived, 
was able and diſpoſed to protect, to. advance the 
cauſe for which he had laboured, and for which 
he was to die. All oppoſition to its progreſs 
and triumph; the providence of God, hie informs 
them, would effectually ſubdue. Never, my 
brethren, let this ſublime truth be abſent from our 
minds: nor let us fefuſe the exertions, nor ſhrink 
from the ſufferings, that may be requiſite to the 
attainment of ſo 1 an object. 


FINIS. 


